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and royally for my mangy little note compels me to snatch another moment to make a part of it clearer. The hint which I threw out as to the possibility of getting a long "vacation" (you'll see in a minute that it is n't to be altogether vacant) means, to wit, that I am about to conclude negotiations with one of two rival firms who are equally convinced of my transcendant abilities, for a history of English literature for High Schools, In one case I am to do the whole of it and in the other half, and I incline to the latter because of the natural jealousy I feel of my time just now. The half of the job I can do, I think, in the spare or slack time of a year, and have my mornings pretty free for better things. It will bring me in five hundred plunks on delivery and if successful ought to constitute a source of permanent though small income. If these negotiations turn out all right, and I get the percentage of royalty for which I am stickling, I am going to apply for as long a leave of absence as the authorities will allow me, perhaps a year and a half, as I think I can pull through that period on what I have saved or can easily earn. The summer I am
on which he presently began work, in collaboration with Mr. Lovett.
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